Permanent Mission of Pakistan to the UN
Geneva

Statement
P

43rd SESSION OF HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL
Statement by Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC)
Interactive Dialogue with the Special Rapporteur on sale and sexual exploitation of children
March 2, 2020
Madam President,
On behalf of OIC, I thank the Special Rapporteur for her presentation.
Islam laid the architecture of human rights
rights-based
based society where interests of the vulnerable and
disadvantaged were secured through codification of rights and responsibilities. Teachings of Islam
urge due care of children and grant them full rights and require that all children, girls and boys alike,
have the right to live in dignity and thrive to reach their full potential1.
The OIC countries believe that every
very child has the right to a full and productive life.
life It is essential
that all States take steps to ensure that every child grows up in an environment that builds
build
2
confidence, well-being,
being, happiness and security .
Child rights are threatened by persistence of poverty, inadequate social and economic conditions,
pandemics, communicable and non
non-communicable
communicable diseases, climate change, natural disasters,
armed conflicts, foreign occupation, displacement, violence, terrorism, abuse, commu
communalism,
3
discrimination, and inadequate legal protection in different parts of the world .
Madam President,
The OIC countries reaffirm their
ir commitment to ensure protection of children, prevention of their
exploitation and provision of an enabling environment for their physical and psychological
wellbeing4.
We request the Special Rapporteur to elaborate how the situation of children living under foreign
occupation makes them vulnerable to sale and sexual exploitation and what measures can the
international
national community and the UN human rights machinery can undertake to alleviate their
situation.
I thank you.
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