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I am speaking on behalf of like-minded countries from ASPAG including 

Bangladesh, Islamic Republic of Iran, Lebanon, The Philippines and Pakistan.  

Chairperson  

Today, the world of workis faced with complex social, economic and public 

health challenges.  

People around the world are increasingly dissatisfied with the unequal benefits 

ofglobalization. 

Inequalities are widening and deepening in all spheres. Stagnant and declining 

incomes, millions of job losses –especially for youth – and stark vaccine disparities 

are stoking legitimate fears, 

especially for people in low-income countries. 

          Statement 



The global trade slowdown, unsustainable debt burdens and lack of 

productivecapacities and investments have exacerbated the 

alreadyexistingdevelopment divide between those whohave benefited from 

globalization, and those who continue to feel left behind. 

The vision set out in the SDGs – for peace and prosperity – can only be realized 

bymeaningfully addressing anomalies in the international economic, financial, 

tradeand taxation regimes. 

Chairperson,  

The COVID-19 pandemic has gravely affected the world economy. The 

poorestand most vulnerable have been hit the hardest, especially in the developing 

countries. Even before the pandemic, developing countries had little fiscal space 

tomanoeuvre. 

Many countries entered the present economic crisis with debt burdens already 

atrecord levels. The pandemic and its economic fallout have pushed even more 

countries towards higher debt burdens, fiscal squeeze and liquidity crunch. 

Since the onset of the pandemic, domestic revenues have plummeted; millions 

ofjobs have been wiped out; the volume of international trade has declined; FDI 

flows have plummeted; and tourism revenues have dropped. In short, the 

availability of financingfor development, both domestically and internationally, 

has reduced substantially. 

Recovering from the pandemic-induced economic recession requires bold 

actionsthat are responsive to the enormity of development deficits. 

 

 



Chairperson,  

We are satisfied that 109th Labour Conference has deliberated on the important 

subject of inequalities, discussed its drivers and charted out a set of actions to 

address them, entrusting the ILO a key role to work on this agenda.  

We have affirmed that tripartite efforts are critical to reducing inequalities. 

Achieving this goal would require global solidarity, dialogue, enhanced 

international cooperation and assistance by addressing structural anomalies in the 

global economic, trade, financial and taxation regimes.  

Meaningful progress would also be contingent on the level and quality of 

enhancement of the capacities of ILO Member States especially the developing 

ones in building sustainable enterprise development for greater job creation, 

decent work and assistance in facilitating the transition of majority of the world's 

workers from informality to formal economic units.  

In short, creating and enabling a fair globalization is more urgent than ever. It 

must benefit everyone, everywhere and leave no one behind.  

Chairperson,  

We commend members of the Working Party for their hard and dedicated work 

driven by the shared vision of a world of work where the benefits of development 

are equitably shared within and among countries.  

With these words, we support adoption of the Conclusions of the Working Party.  

Thank you. 

***** 

 


